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Our	   goal	   is	   to	   increase	   students’	   achievement	   in	   the	   areas	   of	   application,	   synthesis,	   and	  

evaluation	   of	   reading,	   language	   arts,	   and	   writing	   skills,	   as	   well	   as	   improve	   parent	   and	   community	  

participation	   in	   the	   classroom,	  and	  promote	   student	   centered	   learning.	   	   Students	  will	   take	   leadership	  

roles	   in	   their	   educational	   journey	   using	   “Inspiring	   Future	   Authors”	   learning	   exploration.	   	   A	   young	  

learner’s	  passion	  for	  literacy	  develops	  through	  constant	  exposure	  and	  opportunities	  to	  read,	  write,	  and	  

listen	  to	  “words”	  so	  our	  learners	  experience	  a	  world	  of	  stories	  and	  illustrations	  that	  foster	  higher	  level	  

thinking	   skills,	   which	   promote	   achievement	   in	   social,	   cognitive,	   and	   emotional	   growth.	   	   Students	  will	  

practice	   being	   active	   readers,	   writers,	   listeners	   and	   speakers	   through	   being	   exposed	   to	   a	   variety	   of	  

genres	   using	   our	   program.	   	   Students	   will	   present	   their	   writing	   to	   parents,	   administration,	   and	   other	  

classes	   in	   our	   school.	   This	   program	   focuses	   on	   delivering	   meaning	   to	   an	   audience	   through	   the	  

application	   and	   evaluation	   of	   literacy	   skills,	   in	   addition	   to	   promoting	   creativity,	   as	   each	   students’	  

interpretation	  of	  the	  written	  word	  is	  expressed	  and	  synthesized	  through	  justifying	  their	  conclusion.	  	  Our	  

learners	   are	   given	   the	   opportunity	   to	   develop	   a	   love	   for	   literacy,	   become	   fluent	   readers	   and	  writers,	  

which	  directly	  correlate	  to	  the	  rigor	  our	  new	  standards	  expect	  from	  our	  learners.	  
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Florida	  Standards:	  	  These	  standards	  can	  be	  used	  for	  any	  grade	  
level,	  as	  the	  facilitator	  creates	  the	  rigor	  needed	  for	  success.	  

Reading	  for	  Informational	  Text	  	  

1. RI.2.1.   Ask and answer such questions as who, what, where, when, why, and how to 
demonstrate understanding of key details in a text. 

 

2. RI.2.3. Describe the connection between a series of historical events, scientific ideas or concepts, 
or steps in technical procedures in a text. 

 

3. RI.2.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases in a text relevant to a grade 2 topic or 
subject area. 

 

4. RI.2.6. Identify the main purpose of a text, including what the author wants to answer, explain, or 
describe. 

 

5. RI.2.8. Describe how reasons support specific points the author makes in a text. 

 

6. RI.2.9. Compare and contrast the most important points presented by two texts on the same topic. 

 

7. RF.2.3. Know and apply grade-level phonics and word analysis skills in decoding words. 

 

8. RF.2.4. Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to support comprehension. 

	  

Speaking	  and	  Listening	  	  	  	  

	  

1. SL2.1. Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners about grade 2 topics and 
texts with peers and adults in small and larger groups. 
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2. SL.2.2. Recount or describe key ideas or details from a text read aloud or information presented 
orally or through other media. 

 

3. SL.2.4. Tell a story or recount an experience with appropriate facts and relevant, descriptive 
details, speaking audibly in coherent sentences.  

 

4. SL.2.5. Create audio recordings of stories or poems; add drawings or other visual displays to 
stories or recounts of experiences when appropriate to clarify ideas, thoughts, and feelings.  

	  

Writing	  

Reading	  Foundational	  Skills	  	  	  

	  

1. RF.2.3. Know and apply grade-level phonics and word analysis skills in decoding words. 

 

2. RF.2.4. Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to support comprehension. 

	  

1. W2.1.  Write opinion pieces in which they introduce the topic or book they are writing about, 
state an opinion, supply reasons that support the opinion, use linking words (e.g., because, and, 
also) to connect opinion and reasons, and provide a concluding statement or section. 

 

2. W.2.3. Write narratives in which they recount a well-elaborated event or short sequence of 
events, include details to describe actions, thoughts, and feelings, use temporal words to signal 
event order, and provide a sense of closure. 

 

3. W.2.6. With guidance and support from adults, use a variety of digital tools to produce and 
publish writing, including in collaboration with peers. 

 

4. W.2.8. Recall information from experiences or gather information from provided sources to 
answer a question. 
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Language	  Arts	  

1. L.2.2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, 
and spelling when writing. 

 

2. L.2.3. Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or 
listening. 

 

3. L.2.5. Demonstrate understanding of word relationships and nuances in word meanings. 

 

4. L.2.6. Use words and phrases acquired through conversations, reading and being read to, and 
responding to texts, including using adjectives and adverbs to describe (e.g., When other kids are 
happy that makes me happy). 
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“Narrative	  Description”:	  

There	  is	  a	  critical	  need	  to	  support	  our	  students’	  active	  engagement	  in	  the	  provision	  of	  a	  

comprehensive	  and	   successful	   literacy	  program.	   	   It	   is	  our	  expectation	   to	  equip	   students	  with	  

the	   support	   and	   tools	   to	   become	   stakeholders	   in	   their	   own	   educational	   development	   of	  

through	   using	   this	   program.	   	   The	   intention	   of	   this	   project	   is	   to	   create	   an	   enriched	   student	  

centered	   literacy	   environment	   through	   stimulating	   activities	   that	   correlate	   to	   students’	  

acquisition	   of	   skills	   through	   connecting	   reading,	   writing,	   listening,	   and	   speaking,	   which	   will	  

reinforce	  our	  new	  standards	   in	  any	  grade	   level.	   	   The	   “Inspiring	  Future	  Authors”	  program	  will	  

reinforce	   areas	   of	   individual	   literacy	   needs	   for	   success	   in	   the	   learner’s	   academic	   journey.	   	   In	  

addition,	   our	   students	  will	   be	  using	   several	   hands-‐on	  activities	   to	  enhance	  and	  expand	  areas	  

such	   as	   art,	   drama,	  music,	   and	  physical	   education	   in	   order	   to	   develop	  higher-‐level	   decoding,	  

fluency	  and	  comprehension	  skills,	  while	  enjoying	  and	  enhancing	  other	  areas	  of	  the	  curriculum.	  

This	   will	   also	   provide	   the	   young	   reader	   opportunities	   to	   develop	   a	   strong	   scaffold	   for	   the	  

components	  of	  literacy:	  

	  PHONEMIC	   AWARENESS—The	   knowledge	   and	   manipulation	   of	   sounds	   in	   spoken	  
	   words.	  

  PHONICS—The	  relationship	  between	  written	  and	  spoken	  letters	  and	  sounds.	  

  READING	   FLUENCY,	   INCLUDING	   ORAL	   READING	   SKILLS—The	   ability	   to	   read	   with	  
	   accuracy,	  and	  with	  appropriate	  rate,	  expression,	  and	  phrasing.	  

  VOCABULARY	  DEVELOPMENT—The	  knowledge	  of	  words,	  their	  definitions,	  and	  context.	  

  READING	  COMPREHENSION	  STRATEGIES—The	  understanding	  of	  meaning	  in	  text.	  
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  The	   students	  will	   interact	  with	   literacy	  activities	  during	   independent	   reinforcement	  or	  

infused	   with	   the	   Daily	   5	   reading	   program.	   	   Through	   creating	   fun,	   rigorous	   projects	   that	  

reinforce	   comprehension,	   movement	   to	   practice	   fluency,	   hands-‐on	   activities	   to	   increase	   all	  

literacy	  skills,	  and	  many	  other	  opportunities	  to	  expand	  the	  language	  arts	  aspect	  of	  each	  young	  

learner	  to	  a	  level	  of	  evaluation,	  synthesis,	  and	  application.	  	  For	  example,	  students	  may	  illustrate	  

picture(s)	  of	  their	  interpretation	  of	  the	  story	  show	  mood,	  applying	  context	  clues	  for	  reference	  	  

(text	   features,	   story	   structure,	   etc.).	   This	   course	   outline	   is	   easily	   adaptable	   to	   include	   a	  

multiplicity	  of	  areas	  and	  genres	  to	  enhance	  student	  meaning,	  which	  is	  based	  on	  your	  students’	  

needs.	   	  On	  each	  day	   that	   the	   story	   is	   shared,	   a	  different	   literacy	   concept	  will	   be	   introduced,	  

reviewed	   or	   practiced.	   	   For	   a	   stronger	   home/school	   connection,	   the	   students	  will	   take	   their	  

writing	  journals	  home	  for	  the	  weekend	  to	  share	  with	  family	  and	  friends.	  The	  parents	  will	  have	  

an	   attached	   form	   to	   their	   child’s	  writing	  portfolio	   to	   “	   share	  what	   he	  or	   she	  noticed”	  during	  

child’s	  sharing.	  	  

	  	  Teacher	   chooses	   writing	   prompts,	   concepts,	   and	   theme(s),	   which	   should	   correlate	   to	   the	  

school’s	  literacy/reading	  program.	  	  Additionally,	  this	  project	  will	  extend	  the	  reading	  process	  for	  

my	   learners	  as	  writing	  materials	  will	  be	  purchased	  to	  excite	  young	   learners	  when	  they	  are	  at	  

centers,	  which	  will	  help	  the	  students	  acquire	  complete	  exposure	  to	  the	  all	  areas	  of	  the	  language	  

arts	   component.	   For	   example,	   students	   will	   use	   colored	   markers	   to	   highlight	   the	   vowels.	  	  

Another	   example	   for	   my	   students	   will	   be	   that	   they	   use	   craft	   scissors	   to	   cut	   verbs	   from	  

magazines,	  depending	  on	  the	  skill	  or	  focus	  for	  that	  week.	  The	  materials	  make	  learning	  each	  skill	  

hands-‐on,	  concrete,	  and	  fun	  for	  all	  students.	  	  	  	  
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Use	  the	  Narrative	  Description	  to	  help	  determine	  how	  you	  will	  use	  this	  project	  in	  your	  class.	  	  The	  lesson	  

plan	  below	  is	  generic,	  yet	  will	  help	  enhance	  your	  students’	  literacy	  progress.	  

Introducing	  Authors…	  

Continue	  to	  follow	  this	  procedure	  throughout	  the	  school	  year:	  
• Introduce	  a	  new	  author	  by	  reading	  one	  of	  his/her	  books	  to	  the	  class.	  We	  try	  to	  do	  this	  with	  a	  

funny	  or	  entertaining	  book	  to	  grab	  the	  children’s	  attention.	  You	  may	  also	  chose	  authors	  that	  go	  

with	  the	  subject	  matter	  you	  are	  studying	  or	  the	  season	  of	  the	  year.	  	  

• Have	  students	  come	  together	  for	  the	  reading.	  

• If	  there	  is	  new	  vocabulary	  in	  the	  story	  that	  is	  crucial	  for	  comprehension,	  discuss	  it	  the	  first	  day	  

the	  book	  is	  introduced.	  

• As	  books	  become	  already	  read,	  use	  them	  to	  work	  on	  word	  skills.	  These	  can	  be	  done	  orally,	  or	  as	  

pencil	  and	  paper	  activities.	  

• Allow	  children	  to	  read	  individual	  character	  parts	  to	  enhance	  student	  involvement.	  

Lesson	  Plans:	  	  
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• Students,	   in	  small	  heterogeneous	  groups,	  will	  write	  a	  script	   for	   the	  book.	  This	  should	  be	  done	  

after	   the	   children	   are	   very	   familiar	   with	   the	   author/story.	   A	   child	   is	   assigned	   to	   each	   of	   the	  

character/narrator	  parts.	  The	  group	  of	  children	  presents	  the	  story	  from	  a	  different	  point	  of	  view.	  

• Once	   the	   students	   begin	   to	   become	  excited	   about	   authors	   and	   their	   books,	   you	   can	  begin	   to	  

have	  students	  choose	  an	  author	  and	  books	  to	   introduce	  to	  the	  class.	   	  The	  students	  can	  create	  

different	  endings	  for	  the	  stories,	  act	  it	  out,	  and	  start	  a	  Book	  Log	  for	  the	  library	  so	  other	  students	  

can	  use	  the	  log	  to	  choose	  good	  fit	  books.	  
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Venn	   Diagram:	   Compare	   and	   Contrast	   Two	   Types	   or	  
more	  genres	  or	  stories	  from	  the	  same	  author.	  
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My	  view	  of	  the	  Author’s	  Story	  
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Great	  Authors	  and	  Links	  

• Judith Viorist 

o Akexander and the no good horrible day 

o Something BIG Has Been Here  

o A Pizza the Size of the Sun  

o The Dragons Are Singing Tonight  

o The Baby Uggs Are Hatching  

• Shel Silverstein  

o A Light in the Attic 

o Where the Sidewalk Ends 

o Falling Up 

• Eloise Greenfield writes fiction and poetry  

o Nathaniel Talking 

Related links to help make this project adaptable for all grade levels 

• PoetryTeachers.com 

• http://www.scholastic.com/teachers/collection/author-‐study-‐guide	   

• http://www.dailyteachingtools.com/author-study.html 

• http://www.fldoe.org/bii/curriculum/sss/ 

• http://msjordanreads.com/2012/05/11/amazing-author-studies/ 

• http://www.primary-education-oasis.com/author-studies.html 

	  



	  

	  

	  

12	  

  

 

 

 

Authors	  should	  be	  used	  as	  a	  tool	  to	  reinforce	  the	  skills	  you	  are	  working	  on	  in	  class.	  	  	  To	  promote	  

successful	  attainment	  of	  an	  objective,	  a	  facilitator	  must	  apply	  a	  variety	  of	  tools	  for	  students	  to	  access	  

and	  apply	  their	  new	  knowledge.	  	  	  Skills	  practiced	  in	  isolation	  on	  a	  worksheet	  do	  not	  always	  transfer	  to	  

actual	  reading	  and	  are	  not	  in	  connection	  with	  our	  new	  standards.	  The	  one	  caution	  here	  is	  that	  you	  not	  

do	  this	  to	  excess,	  the	  drill	  and	  practice	  of	  the	  poem.	  The	  main	  purpose	  of	  reading	  the	  poems	  is	  to	  create	  

enthusiasm	  for	  reading.	  Always	  turning	  it	  into	  a	  skills	  drill	  will	  deflate	  the	  excitement	  and	  enthusiasm	  

poetry	  can	  bring	  to	  a	  classroom.	  

	   Review	  the	  book	  by	  the	  author	  to	  decide	  which	  skill	  to	  work	  on.	  If	  the	  story	  has	  numerous	  

contractions,	  then	  use	  that	  story	  to	  work	  on	  contractions.	  If	  it	  has	  many	  short	  vowel	  words,	  use	  it	  to	  

work	  on	  short	  vowels.	  You	  can	  make	  these	  oral	  activities	  or	  make	  up	  a	  worksheet	  for	  the	  children	  to	  

complete	  as	  a	  written	  assignment.	  	  You	  can	  make	  this	  as	  simple	  or	  as	  complex	  as	  you	  deem	  necessary	  to	  

meet	  your	  learners’	  needs.	  

	   Some	  of	  the	  skills	  I	  worked	  into	  these	  sessions:	  

• Find	  synonyms/antonyms.	  I	  would	  say	  a	  word	  and	  the	  children	  would	  search	  for	  a	  

synonym/antonym.	  Sometimes	  I	  told	  them	  in	  which	  chapter	  to	  search.	  	  	  Students	  may	  use	  

highlight	  tape	  to	  show	  mastery	  of	  skill.	  

• Work	  on	  alphabetical	  order	  using	  authors/	  

• Use	  words	  from	  old	  stories	  in	  word	  sorts.	  

• Find	  the	  nouns,	  verbs,	  and	  adjectives.	  

Authors	  for	  Skill	  Practice:	  
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• Find	  the	  contractions	  and	  possessives.	  Since	  both	  have	  apostrophes,	  the	  students	  had	  to	  use	  the	  

context	  to	  decide	  which	  it	  was.	  

• Paraphrase	  a	  short	  story.	  You	  can	  see	  if	  the	  students	  understand	  plot	  and	  main	  idea	  from	  this	  

short	  exercise.	  

• Find	  the	  main	  character(s)	  of	  the	  story.	  	  Usually	  there	  are	  so	  many	  characters	  or	  so	  few,	  so	  this	  is	  

GREAT	  for	  inference	  skills.	  	  	  

• What	  is	  the	  character	  feeling?	  Explain.	  

• Where	  does	  the	  author	  live?	  	  Great	  Social	  Studies	  connection.	  
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You are invited to celebrate our writing… 

Please join us for a special presentation 

It will be held in our classroom from       

_______________.   

Please support our class!          
____________________________________________ 

Cut at the dotted l ine and return this bottom part  

 You	  Name:	  ______________________________	  

	   	  

	   _________	  Yes,	  I	  (or	  someone)	  will	  attend	  on	  behalf	  of	  my	  child	  

	  

	   ________No,	  I	  will	  be	  unable	  to	  attend	  

Invitation	  to	  Author’s	  Play	  
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Reading	  Success	  Progress	  
	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

After	  reading	  about	  Thanksgiving…	  what	  fun	  we	  
have!	  
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Parents	  working	  
in	  a	  Book	  Group.	  	  	  
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Students	  enjoying	  author	  choice	  
with	  friends	  on	  a	  beautiful	  day!	  

Students	  sharing	  the	  author	  
they	  most	  love	  to	  read!	  
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Student	  Rubric	  for	  Writing	  

Use	  the	  rubric	  to	  determine	  your	  performance	  scale	  for	  your	  young	  writers.	  	  	  
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Lesson Extensions 
EXPOSITORY	  PROMPT	  	  

Writing	  Situation:	  There	  are	  many	  genres	  even	  from	  one	  author.	  Think	  about	  how	  similar	  and	  different	  

the	  types	  are.	  	  Explain	  how	  two	  different	  kinds	  of	  stories	  with	  different.	  Genres	  are	  similar	  and	  different.	  	  

Directions	  for	  Writing:	  Now	  write	  to	  explain	  how	  different	  kinds	  of	  genres	  from	  the	  authors	  are	  similar	  

and	  different.	  	  

PERSUASIVE	  PROMPT	  	  

Writing	  Situation:	  Everyone	  has	  a	  favorite	  place	  to	  visit.	  You	  want	  your	  friends	  to	  visit	  this	  same	  place.	  	  

How	  would	  you	  recommend	  or	  persuade	  your	  friends	  to	  visit	  this	  location.	  Think	  about	  which	  locality	  is	  

your	  favorite	  and	  why	  your	  friends	  should	  go	  there.	  	  

Directions	  for	  Writing:	  Now	  write	  to	  persuade	  your	  friends	  to	  visit	  this	  place	  using	  one	  type	  of	  poetry.	  	  

1. Search	  your	  school’s	  library	  for	  your	  favorite	  author’s	  book	  and	  share	  it	  with	  the	  class.	  

2. Create	  a	  class	  story	  or	  even	  a	  chapter	  book.	  

3. Find	  local	  authors	  and	  ask	  them	  to	  come	  to	  your	  classroom	  to	  excite	  your	  young	  writers.	  

4. Create	  a	  class	  author	  study	  book;	  and	  when	  students	  find	  or	  create	  a	  book	  from	  a	  special	  author	  

we	  can	  begin	  our	  own	  library	  from	  students.	  

5. Begin	  a	  school	  wide	  author	  study	  on	  early	  release	  days	  and	  students	  research	  and	  share	  

information.	  
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Name_________________ 
 
 

Andrew Toffoli Book Project 
 

1. Choose a famous historical figure.  Check your social studies book 
for ideas.  Change his or her first name only. 

 
2. Create an animal character to represent him, like Mr. Toffoli does. 

 
3. Look up six important events in that character’s life from a 

biography or on the Internet. 
Be sure to include: 
a. Something from their childhood. 
b. How they became interested in what they were famous for. 
c. What they are known for 
d. An interesting fact that people might not know. 

 
4. Now write six pages for your book using your facts, and trying to 

rhyme your sentences like Mr. Toffoli did. 
 
5. You will need to put your book together using oak tag as the front 

and back covers. 
Be sure to have: 
a. A cover with a picture and title 
b. 6 pages with text and illustrations 
c. A back cover. 
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ASSESSING	  YOUR	  LEARNERS	  

	   Assessing	  our	  young	  learners	  is	  an	  essential	  part	  of	  instruction,	  as	  it	  helps	  us	  determine	  whether	  or	  not	  the	  

standards	  are	  being	  met.	  	  Assessment	  affects	  outcomes	  about	  grades,	  placement,	  progression,	  instructional	  needs,	  

and	  curriculum.	  	  Assessments	  lay	  the	  foundation	  to	  have	  our	  students	  think	  outside	  the	  box	  and	  inspire	  us	  to	  ask	  

rigorous	  questions:	  "Are	  we	  teaching	  for	  understanding?"	  "Are	  students	  applying	  standards?"	  "What	  can	  I	  do	  to	  

improve	  student	  achievement	  thereby	  promoting	  better	  learning?"	  
 
Measurable Tools to show student achievement and growth: 
 

• Using the STAR reading assessment, which will be given to students in September, 

December and May of the school year, students will demonstrate one grade level increase 

in their reading score.  

• All students in my class who are assessed will score 70% or higher on all reading 

assessments.   

• Independent home reading practice will increase by a minimum of 40 minutes per week 

as measured by input from parent feedback on their child’s weekly poetry log. 

• Students will demonstrate an increase in “problem solving” attributes each 9 weeks using 

the Marzano inspired rubric. 

• Administration will acknowledge Applying or above in all areas that reflect student 

engagement and teacher facilitating on the I Observation during the observations 

conducted throughout the school year. 
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RESOURCES	  

• The	  school’s	  Media	  Specialist	  can	  help	  locate	  related	  books,	  videos	  and	  websites.	  

• Broward	  Enterprise	  Educational	  Portal	  

• Common	  Core	  State	  Standards:	  www.corestandards.org	  

• Crayons	  (if	  not	  available	  from	  the	  school)	  Target	  price	  varies	  depending	  on	  the	  size	  of	  

the	  box	  

• Construction	  Paper	  	  (if	  not	  available	  from	  the	  school)	  Target	  price	  varies	  depending	  on	  

the	  size	  of	  the	  ream	  

• Books	  on	  favorite	  Authors:	  see	  Bibliography  
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