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especially our young people. The more diverse their backgrounds, experiences and 

skills, the more interesting and unique their contributions.

Bank of America is honored to be connected to the Broward Education Foundation 

and recognizes the Outstanding Achievement Awardees along with all of the 2014 

Hall of Fame Honorees for nurturing our future leaders.
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Thomas P. Severino
President & CEO

Broward Education Foundation

Investing in Broward’s Future since 1983

The Broward Education Foundation, incorporated over 30 years ago 
in August, 1983, is a direct support organization to the School Board 
of Broward County. Providing scholarships for graduating seniors, 
teacher grants of innovative teaching, and free classroom supplies for 
qualified teachers and their students.

It is the mission of the Broward Education Foundation to energize 
and engage the extended community to transform the lives of 
Broward County Public School students through quality education.  
We envision a future where all Broward County Public School 
students achieve their highest potential.

Raymond Monteleone
Chair

Broward Education Foundation
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Achieving great things in any community takes courage, vision, 
and tremendous e!ort. What each of us does can make life better 
for everyone. 

Broward Education Foundation, you are appreciated and 
admired every day.

Recognizing 
extraordinary e!orts

wellsfargo.com

© 2014 Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. All rights 
reserved. Member FDIC. (1217603_13320)
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Broward Education Foundation 
2014

Hall of Fame Inductees

Clockwise from bottom left: Thomas P. Severino (President and CEO),
Desmond K. Blackburn, Eugene Pettis, Edwin H. Moore, Errict Rhett,
Lynn Goldman, Shawn Aycock,  Robin Bauman, Christina Fischer 
(Broward Education Foundation Board Member), and Jennifer Hamilton
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Ft. Lauderdale Campus 
1217 SE 3rd Avenue, Fort Lauderdale, FL 33316 

Phone: 954-522-2997 
 

Davie Campus 
2801 N. University Drive, Pembroke Pines, FL 33024 

Phone: 954-433-8838 

Tamarac Campus 
7595 NW 61st Street, Tamarac, FL 33321 

Phone: 954-721-8902 
 

Riverland Campus 
3550 Davie Boulevard, Fort Lauderdale, FL 33312 

Phone: 954-581-0167 

www.charterschool.com  info@charterschool.com 

The Charter Schools of Excellence  

is proud to support the 

Broward  

Education  

Foundation 

2014 Hall of Fame 

We congratulate all of today’s 
Achievement Awards recipients 
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LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT
AWARD

John Aycock
John Aycock, who passed away in July at age 84, is credited with being a 
maverick, change agent and strong advocate for quality education. He 
retired from the School Board of Broward County after a 35-year career and 
was a South Florida resident for 82 years. After his tenure as a United States 
Marine, Aycock received both his Bachelor’s Degree and Master’s Degrees 
of Education from the University of Florida. 

A father of three daughters, John began his career as an educator, in 1953 
teaching English, math and social studies to students at the Naval Air Station 
School and then became Dean of  McNicol Junior High.  He was the first 
principal of Driftwood Junior High School, founded the horticultural program 
at McArthur High School as Principal and served as area superintendent. 

Mr. Aycock was principal at the Boyd Anderson High for 15 years, serving 
the longest tenure of any high school principal in the District.  He created 
the  International Baccalaureate program for high achieving, motivated 
students. This program remains today.
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Education Achievement
Award

Desmond K. Blackburn, PhD Jennifer HamiltonLynn Goldman

Edwin H. Moore
 Edwin H. Moore, PhD, a 1969 graduate of John D. McArthur High School, is president and 
CEO of the Independent Colleges and Universities of Florida, based in Tallahassee.   He also 
serves as the executive director of the Higher Education Facilities Finance Authority and the 
CEO of the Florida Independent College Fund, a non-profit organization.
 Previously, he held numerous executive positions with the Florida House of 
Representatives and was executive director of the Broward County Community Mental Health 
Board.  His extensive community involvement includes serving as an ex-officio member of 
The Florida Council of 100, a member of the Florida Higher Education Coordinating Council 
and co-chair of the Associated Industries of the Florida Higher Education Council.    He also 
serves on the state board of directors for the Children’s Home Society and was a member of 
Governor Rick Scott’s transition team.
 Looking back on his stellar career and long list of awards, Dr. Moore recalls being a high 
school junior during the tumultuous ‘60s.  He wanted to drop out of school and work at Winn 
Dixie until Ms. Covert in guidance turned him around.  “She worked hard to keep me focused 
and on track,” he recalled.  “She showed me why it mattered. She made all the difference in my 
life.”

Eugene K. Pettis
 In June 2013, Eugene Pettis, a 1978 graduate of Stranahan High School and co-founder of 
the Fort Lauderdale law firm Haliczer Pettis & Schwamm, was elected as the first African 
American president of the Florida Bar.  He also was appointed by Governor Lawton Chiles as 
the first African American to serve on the South Florida Water Management District’s 
Governing Board, where he rose to become vice chair.  A current trustee at the University of 
Florida’s Levin College of Law, he spent eight years on the University’s Foundation Board of 
Directors.  
 Recognized by the American Board of Trial Advocates as the Trial Lawyer of the Year in 
2013, he also was recognized by the Urban League of Broward County with the Margaret 
Roach Humanitarian Award.
 He credits four teachers and being a founding member of his high school’s Horizon Club 
for teaching him such life skills as leadership, strategic planning and organization.  “Their 
guidance put me on the right track for the rest of my life,” he wrote.

Errict Rhett
 A 1989 graduate of John D. McArthur High School, Errict Rhett is a former American 
college and professional football player and NFL running back for seven years.  While at the 
University of Florida, he was recognized as an All-American.  Today, he is the chief executive 
officer of Errict Rhett Custom Homes and the Errict Rhett Foundation, which benefits 
underprivileged children through such programs as after-school activities, college scholarships 
and mentoring.
 Each year he takes into his home for one-on-one mentoring, four to five young adults from 
low-income families and helps them achieve their dreams of attending college.   He recalls his 
high school football coach, Roger Mastrantonio, sending every graduating senior on the team 
to college with full scholarships.  “This particular experience would impact my life forever,” 
he said.  “I know what we as Broward citizens can accomplish when we collectively 
come together for the common good.”
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Outstanding Achievement
Award

Eugene K. Pettis Errict RhettEdwin H. Moore, PhD
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Desmond K. Blackburn
 Desmond K. Blackburn, Ph.D., the chief school performance and accountability officer 
for Broward Schools, graduated in 1992 from Piper High School.  He began his career in 
education in 1996 as a high school math teacher, and since then has worked as an assistant 
principal, principal, district teacher, director of school improvement, area superintendent 
and adjunct professor.
 He has been honored by the Broward Chapter of the National Alliance of Black School 
Educators and the Upsilon Xi Omega Chapter of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority.  Legacy 
Magazine named him one of the 2014 Broward’s 50 Most Powerful Black Business 
Leaders.   He recently served as co-chairperson of the Lauderhill YMCA Board of 
Directors.
 A member of his high school track team, he learned that mental and physical 
conditioning were essential to professional success. “Coach Melvin Harris would always 
tell me that lack of conditioning would make a coward out of me,” he wrote.  “Lack of 
mental conditioning, reading and researching, makes us hesitant, cowardly.”

Lynn Goldman
 A 1975 graduate of Nova High School, Lynn Goldman is the coordinator of community 
relations for Broward Technical Centers. She has worked for Broward Schools since 1998.    
Her long list of professional and charitable involvement includes leadership positions with 
the Fort Lauderdale and Davie/Cooper City Chambers of Commerce, South Florida 
Education Center, Broward Alliance and Leadership Broward Foundation.   She volunteers 
her time for Fight for Sight, Temple Sinai of Hollywood, the B’nai Brith Youth 
Organization and the Broward Technical Center Scholarship Foundation.
 She has devoted her energies on the job and in her personal time as an advocate for 
students, including serving as chair of the District Advisory Council.  She remembers Mr. 
James Noble, her 4th grade teacher, as her favorite.   “Mr. Noble was a man of great moral 
character and knew how to navigate the fine line between fun and respect,” she wrote.

Jennifer Hamilton
 Jennifer Hamilton graduated from Stranahan High School in 1992 and today is athletic 
director at her alma mater, where she started in 1999 as a health and first aid teacher. She 
has been twice named Teacher of the Year at the school and received the 2007 Miami 
Dolphin’s Teacher of the Week award. She also was recognized with the FAU Outstanding 
Professional Educator Alumni Award. She volunteers her time to support Broward County 
Recycle Partnership, the Angel Tree Drive and the American Lung Association. Among her 
many achievements is the “Ninth Grade Academy,” which she started to showcase student 
works and encourage high achievement.
 She strives to empower her students and sees herself as their “defender” because she 
has “walked in their shoes.”  “I was very poor and the first person in my father’s immediate 
family to graduate from high school, let alone to go to college. If it wasn’t for my teachers 
and coaches, I would have never broken the cycle,” she wrote.   “I am the one in the 
shadows cheering them on, making the classroom nonthreatening and enjoyable, nudging 
them to be at their best capacities and strive for nothing but excellence.”
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Master of
ceremonies

Twan Russell
Miami Dolphins 

Sr. Director of Community Affairs

Born and raised in Fort Lauderdale,  a student of Broward County Public Schools,  Mr. 
Russell currently serves as Sr. Director of Current Affairs for the Miami Dolphins.
 Mr. Russell is a graduate of the University of Miami with a Bachelor’s Degree in 
criminology and broadcasting communications, along with a minor in English. While 
in college, Russell also realized the importance of giving back to the community, most 
importantly his community. During these years, he vowed to personally make a 
difference. 
 Before joining the Miami Dolphins organization, Mr. Russell excelled in sports as 
a professional athlete, playing in the NFL. During his NFL career, Russell played the 
linebacker position for the Washington Redskins, the Miami Dolphins and the Atlanta 
Falcons. Due to an injury, he decided to retire from professional football in
November 2004. 
 Mr. Russell and his mother, Corliss Ann Russell, a retired 30+ year teacher of 
Lauderhill Middle School, began The Russell Life Skills and Reading Foundation, Inc. 
The Foundation is a 501(c) (3) nonprofit organization that was formed to “tackle” the 
high illiteracy rate of inner city youth and the lack of educational resources available to 
them. Its mission is, “Opening Books to Open Doors,” with the overall goal of 
eradicating illiteracy among inner city youth and empowering, inspiring and 
encouraging at-risk youth to become successful citizens. 
 Through his Foundation’s multi-faceted after-school program, Russell continues to 
demonstrate to children that statistics are just what they are – numbers and figures on a 
piece of paper. The only way to achieve anything is through literacy. For Twan, it is 
truly a testament that opening books does open doors. 
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Key Note
Speaker

"The battle for quality education is the social justice cause of our time. If you believe 
that every child has the right to a quality education, then there is no more important 
work than providing the right leadership to dramatically transform public education in 
this country. I have found my passion and purpose in life – to improve the human 
condition by giving every child an equal chance to excel and achieve happiness. It all 
starts at the top with one of the most challenging and important jobs in America – the 
urban school superintendent." Robert W. Runcie

As superintendent of the nation’s sixth largest school district – with over 260,000 
students in 315 schools and  approximately  30,000  employees  –  Broward  County  
Public  Schools  Superintendent  Robert  W. Runcie is committed to educating today’s 
students to succeed in tomorrow’s world.

Superintendent Runcie knows first-hand how a high-quality education can transform a 
person’s life. Born in Jamaica, he moved to the United States as a young boy and 
became the first member of his family to attend college, graduating from Harvard 
University and earning an MBA from Northwestern University. He  later  founded  a  
management  and  technology  consulting  company  and  held  several  strategic 
leadership positions with Chicago Public Schools.

Superintendent Runcie proudly joined Broward County Public Schools in 2011.  With 
the support of a dynamic School Board, Mr. Runcie developed a strategic plan for the 
District focusing on three key areas: high-quality instruction, continuous improvement 
and more effective communications.  Under his leadership, the District has increased 
its focus on ensuring students are college and career ready. He has implemented 
operational efficiencies that have allowed the District to reinvest millions of dollars 
back into classrooms to support student learning.

Robert W. Runcie
Superintendent of Schools

Broward County Public Schools
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Visit us at: 
www.BECON.TV 

Become a fan of BECON-TV 
on                         at: 

facebook.com/pages/becon-tv 

Watch us on                     at: 
youtube.com/BECONTV 

Follow us at                       
Twitter.com/becontv

®

Congratulations to the
2014 Broward Education Foundation 
Distinguished Hall of Fame Inductees!

John Aycock
Edwin K. Moore, PhD

Eugene Pettis
Errict Rhett

Desmond K. Blackburn, PhD
Lynn Goldman

Jennifer Hamilton





Congratulations

The Board and Sta! of the
 Broward Education Foundation

Would like to salute the honorees
on their Inauguration into the

Broward Education Foundation
Distinguished Hall of Fame.

Investing in Broward’s Future since 1983Investing in Broward’s Future since 1983

Master of Ceremonies
Twan Russell

Sr. Director of Community Affairs, Miami Dolphins

National Anthem
Julia Dale, Indian Ridge Middle

Entertainment
Apollo Middle School Glee Club

Welcome
Raymond Monteleone

Chair, Broward Education Foundation

Remarks 
Patricia Good

Chair, Broward County Public Schools

Keynote Speaker
Robert Runcie

Superintendent of Schools

Presenting Sponsor
BrightStar Credit Union

Recognition of Inductees
Education Achievement Award, Patriot National Insurance Group

Outstanding Achievement Award, Bank of America
Lifetime Achievement Award, McKinley Insurance Services

Closing Remarks
Thomas P. Severino

President and CEO, Broward Education Foundation

Unveiling Inductees’ Stars
Walk of Fame Plaza Ceremony
KCW Administration Building

Broward Education Foundation’s
Second Annual Distinguished

Hall of Fame Awards 
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John Aycock was instrumental in helping 
the Broward County Women’s Medical Association 
with their educational goals, Total Child Program,  

that benefited the students of
 Broward County Public Schools.

Congratulations!
2014 Inductees!

Selma Hopen
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The Principal Level Groups of Broward County 

Schools congratulate you on your stellar 
achievements and the positive impact you have 

made on the community at large. 
We wish you continued success, Dr. Blackburn!  

Desmond K. Blackburn, PhD 

BROWARD EDUCATION 
FOUNDATION 

2014 
HALL OF FAME 

HONOREE 



Investing in Broward’s Future since 1983

Thank you
Kaizer & Kelly for hosting the 

Inductee Reception in your beautiful home!

You are very much appreciated!

The Board of Directors and staff of the 
Broward Education Foundation



It’s a great day to be a Mustang!

McArthur High School 
congratulates the 2014 
Hall of Fame Inductees  

Ed MooreErrict Rhett
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We are honored to have our father, 
John Aycock, inducted into the 

Broward Education Foundation Hall of Fame
 for his dedication to education. 

 We are flattered that he was chosen for the 
Lifetime Achievement Award.

Congratulations 2014 Honorees!

Shawn, Robin and family.
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The original NSU 
campus on East 
Las Olas Boulevard 
in 1964 (inset) 

IT ALL STARTED WITH A STOREFRONT, 17 STUDENTS,IT ALL STARTED WITH A STOREFRONT, 17 STUDENTS,

AND A DREAM.
As different thinking and new ideas were sweeping 
the country in the 1960s, a group of forward thinking 
businessmen was bringing its own sort of radical 
change to higher education in South Florida. “The 
Oatmeal Club” gathered regularly for breakfast, and 
during those meetings resolved to create a world-class 
educational institution in the South. And from our 
humble beginnings in a storefront at 232 East Las 
Olas Boulevard in 1964, Nova Southeastern University 
(NSU) has grown into the ninth largest private university 
in the nation today. Through research developments, 
the achievements of our alumni, a deep commitment to 
community service, and a $2.6 billion economic impact, 
NSU touches the lives of nearly everyone in Florida and 
beyond. We’re proud to celebrate the past 50 years, and 
look forward to all the future holds.

Nova.edu/NSU50
FORT LAUDERDALE (MAIN CAMPUS) | FORT MYERS | JACKSONVILLE | MIAMI 

MIRAMAR | ORLANDO | PALM BEACH | PUERTO RICO | TAMPA
FORT LAUDERDALE (MAIN CAMPUS)
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Independent Colleges and Universities 

of Florida’s 31 Member Institutions
Congratulate ICUF President Dr. Ed Moore

for being a Broward Education
Foundation’s 2014 Hall of Fame

Distinguished Alumni  

2014 Hall of Fame 
Distinguished Alumni

Edward H. Moore, PhD

Investing in Broward’s Future since 1983



As chair of the Board of Directors of 
the Broward Education Foundation, 
I want to extend our congratulations

to the 2014 Inductees into the 
Hall of Fame as well as to all the nominees.

Raymond Monteleone
President

Paladin Global Partners
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A PLANNED GIFT FOR EDUCATION WILL 
MAKE A TRANSFORMATIVE 

DIFFERENCE BEYOND YOUR LIFETIME.

THE LEGACY SOCIETY OF THE BROWARD 
EDUCATION FOUNDATION is titled The Dorothy 
Orr Heritage Society to honor a revered educator for 
her unrelenting commitment to education, Dorothy 
Jackson Orr, EdD. 

In 2013, the Broward Education Foundation 
presented its first Hall of Fame Lifetime 
Achievement Award to Dr. Dorothy Orr.  
Dr. Orr’s dedication and devotion will remain forever a part of the history 
of education in the Broward County School District and in our South 
Florida Community.  Her heritage of quality education for children and 
adults has for decades characterized a remarkable life -- making this world 
a better place for all.  

For more information on membership in The Dorothy Orr Heritage Society, 
please contact:

Shea Ciriago
Director for Development
Broward Education Foundation
754-321-2030
sheaciriago@browardschools
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Congratulations 
2014

Broward Education
Foundation

Distinguished
Hall of Fame

Inductees
About the Broward Education Foundation

Our Approach:
Through community involvement and fundraising, the Foundation provides 
support for:

• Innovative learning environments, grades Pre-K to 12
• Educational materials for Title I schools
• Scholarships for qualified graduating high school seniors 
• Fiduciary oversight for community partners who join in our educational 

mission by establishing Foundation agency funds

Our Mission:
It is the mission of the Broward Education 
Foundation to energize and engage the 
extended community to transform the lives 
of Broward County Public School students 
through quality education.

Our Vision:
We envision a future where all Broward 
County Public School students achieve 
their highest potential.



Thank You

of a brighter future!

Behind the
Wheel

JM Family founder Jim Moran loved 
cars, kids and our community. Today, 
our associates proudly carry on his 
legacy by driving success and
creating a brighter future.

So who is behind the wheel of 
the future? Meet inspiring children 
from the Urban League of Broward 
County working together and having 
fun at jmfamily.com/DerbyRace.

Broward Education Foundation 
2014 Hall of Fame Inductees 

John Aycock
Lifetime Achievement

Edwin H. Moore, Ph.D.
Eugene K. Pettis

Errict Rhett
Outstanding Achievement

Desmond K. Blackburn, Ph.D.
Lynn Goldman 

Jennifer Hamilton
Education Achievement
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Thank You

of a brighter future!

Behind the
Wheel

JM Family founder Jim Moran loved 
cars, kids and our community. Today, 
our associates proudly carry on his 
legacy by driving success and
creating a brighter future.

So who is behind the wheel of 
the future? Meet inspiring children 
from the Urban League of Broward 
County working together and having 
fun at jmfamily.com/DerbyRace.
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Patriot National proudly supports the Broward Education Foundation  
because we believe education is the key to better lives and stronger  
communities. Together, we are committed to making a positive difference 
today to ensure a brighter tomorrow. 

BRING A LITTLE LIGHT OF HOPE

Please contact us for more information. 

Nicole Brewer
Director, Corporate Marketing
nbrewer@patnat.com
954.670.2946

401 East Las Olas Blvd. Suite 1650, Fort Lauderdale, FL 33301
(954) 670-2900 • PatNat.com

Patriot National, Inc. is a Leading Provider of Workers’ Compensation and Managed Care Services. 

We Find Solutions

© 2013. Patriot National, Inc. All Rights Reserved.



OFFICES IN FORT LAUDERDALE & ORLANDO

Congratulates our co-founding partner

Eugene K. Pettis, Esq.
for receiving the 

“Outstanding Achievement Award”

and all of the other deserving honorees for their 
commitment to excellence in their fields of endeavor.

Medical Malpractice | Commercial Litigation | Personal Injury & Wrongful Death
Insurance Coverage | Employment Law | Health Care Law | Worker’s Compensation

Professional Liability | Appellate Practice | Civil Rights

(954) 523-9932  |  (407) 841-9866  |  www.hpslegal.com
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Broward Education
Foundation 2014

Board of Directors
Chair
Raymond Monteleone
Paladin Global Partners 

Chair Elect
Phyllis Schiffer-Simon, EdD
Broward County Public 
Schools

Treasurer
Frank Horkey
Horkey & Associates

Secretary
Bill Ellis
D. Stephenson Construction

Past Chair
Dave Marcus 
Arthur J. Gallagher & Co

Valerie Bristor, EdD 
Florida Atlantic University

Margarita Castellon
AT & T

Christina Fischer 
The Fischer Group

Abraham Fischler, EdD
Nova Southeastern 
University

Gerald Flournoy 
Pearson Digital Curriculum

Sharon Glickman, Esq.
Broward Teachers Union

Sue Gordon
Algy Costumes

Renee Grutman
Broward County
Council of PTAs/PTSAs

Leslie Kristof
University of Phoenix

Clover Lawrence
Wells Fargo

Janna Peters Lhota 
Holland & Knight

Frank Mandley 
F. Mandley & Associates, 
Inc.

Andrew Martineau
Westfield Broward

Ann Murray
School Board of 
Broward County

Dorothy Orr, EdD 
Former Interim 
Superintendent/Retired

Robert Runcie
Broward County Public 
Schools

Gaye Stewart-Loudis
Consultant

Bob Swindell
Greater Fort Lauderdale 
Alliance

Gale Sauers Teegarden
Houghton Mifflin Harcourt

Mary Jo Terminello
Retired BCPS Teacher

Charles Verner
UBS Financial Service

Dionne Wong
Broward Health

Broward Education 
Foundation Staff:

Thomas P. Severino
President and CEO

Mari-Lee Baxter
Program Coordinator

Coco Rung Burns
Program Coordinator

Shea Ciriago
Director of Development

Barbara Ernst
Administrative Assistant

Hector Javier
Tools For Schools Broward

Claudette Lavoie
Program Coordinator

Orlellys Sanchez
Bookkeeper
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THANK YOU to all of our sponsors
for making this event possible!

PRESENTING SPONSORS

LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT AWARD SPONSORS

OUTSTANDING ACHIEVEMENT AWARD SPONSORS

EDUCATION ACHIEVEMENT AWARD SPONSORS
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PRESENTING SPONSORS

LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT AWARD SPONSORS

OUTSTANDING ACHIEVEMENT AWARD SPONSORS

EDUCATION ACHIEVEMENT AWARD SPONSORS

SUPPORTING SPONSORS

Broward County Public Schools

TABLE SPONSORS



www.browardedfoundation.org

2014 Selection Committee

Presenting Sponsor:

Erik Anderson 
Principal, Tropical Elementary

Kim Bentley
JM Family Enterprises, Inc.

Susan Colton
Retired Broward County
Public School Principal

Jill Drainer
Retired Broward County
Public School Teacher

Christina Fischer
The Fischer Group

Renee Grutman
Broward County Council
of PTAs/PTSAs

Ann Murray
School Board Member

Dorothy Orr, EdD
Former Interim Superintendent

Ellen Schulman
Ellen Schulman Public Relations

Broward County Public Schools


